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THE GHOST. | 








N° XXXII. 


FAIRYLAND, SaTurDAY, Augu/? 13. 1796. 





Le plus fot animal a mon avis c’eft l’homme. 


Pour honorer les morts font mourir les vivants, 
Bo!.Leav. 





HE following is a letter from Cham-pi-pi to the Mandarin who 
prefides over the ceremonies in Pekin. He has given me leave 
to prefent it to the Englith reader. 


Dear Hoam-si, we 


I PROCEED to give you fome farther account of my adventures and - 


reflections in this country. Taking a walk in one of the principal 
ftreets of Edinburgh, I was ftruck with the appearance of a large con- 
courfe of people, drefled in black, going before a monftrous machine 
of wood, drawn by fix horfes, alfo covered with black cloth. I had 
heard of the equipages of Europeans, and therefore naturally conceived 
this to be the carriage and attendants of fome great nobleman. IJma- 
gine my furprife, when, coming nearer, I found the box covered with 
a wooden top, fufpended upon little pillars, fo as to prevent any perfon 
from fitting within. I now concluded, that lazinefs had made a greater 
progrefs among Europeans than I had imagined, and I was firmly per- 
fuaded that the gentleman was lying down. Several coaches followed, 
not fo elegant, but likewife covered with black. I gave myielf no 
farther concern about the matter, till I got to a friend’s houfe, where my 
relation of the accident caufed no {mall degree of mirth. My friend ex- 
plained the whole: he informed me, that what I had taken for a no- 
bleman’s fuite, was nothing but a burial. The gentlemen in black, 
and with white gloves, were mourners, and many of them relations 
of the deceafed. He added, that it was confidered as the moft im- 
portant duty in fociety to bury the dead with pomp... It was common 
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to fee a dead man carried to the grave with greater magnificence 
than he ever enjoyed during his life. Many never fat in a coach, 
whofe careafes had the honour 4o be carried to the earth in a grand 
carriage, drawn by fix horfes. There is a very curious praétice in 
this country, that denotes pretty ftrongly the veneration in which 
dead bodies are held in preference to living perfons. A fon, or a re- 
lation, will often fpend a great fum of money in the funeral of a fa- 
ther or brother, to whom, during their life, they would not, even 
when urged by diftrefs, give a {mall pittance. Vain pomp! oh! 
dear Hoam-fi! contemptible pride! The extravagance of fome per- 
fons goes even farther: they will often deny themfelves the neceflaries 
of life, to accumulate enaugh to afford them a fplendid burial. I be- 
came anxious to learn, whether the relations of the deceafed were fo 
cool as to tranfact the complicated bufinefs of an interment ; whether 
the fenfibility of a fatherlefs fon could allow him to give particular di- 
rections concerning the ornaments of a coffin; but I was foon fatistied 
on this head. There is a clafs of men in the country, called un- 
dertakers, who wadertake to inter the dead with decoration and {o- 
lemnity proportioned to the money they receive for it. They even 
provide weeping attendants; for women are not in fafhion here, as a- 
mong the ancient Romans. To the exiftence of this clafs of men, I 
in a great meafure attribute the gloom which is painted in the counte- 
nances of moft of the inhabitants of this ifland. Every undertaker’s 
fign warns man, in large capitals, of the approach of death, while the 
daily folemn proceffions ferve only to heighten the probability of his 
final diffolution. This conftant fear has, I am perfuaded, given rife, 
in many inftances, to the practice of infuring lives, of which I have 
already taken notice in a former letter: not but I allow that motives of 
intereft weigh greatly with the parties. ‘The inducement mutft be great, 
for a man to fubje€t himfelf to be examined by the infurer, and be 
told, whether he is likely to die foon of the dropfy; whether the thort- 
nefs of his neck does not indicate an apople@tic habit; or if there is 
any danger of his being fi:ddenly cut off by the gout in his fto- 
mach. It is too much to be infpe¢ted by the Doétor, as a horfe is by 
a Jockey. Apropos! I am told, that one of the leading men of the 
fraternity of thofe who nail down their fellow-citizens, has lately pro- 
pofed an improvement on the management of the affairs of the corpo- 
ration, which, if carried into effet, muft render the undertakers the 
firft fet of men in the kingdom. As they live by the death of other 
men, it is propofed to inftitute a death infurance-office. It is fuppofed 
that only a trifling premium will be required. In cafe the deaths do 
not take place, the office is to pay a ftipulated price for the deficit. By 
this means, the noble gentlemen of the trade will have a conftant in- 
flux of money in good feafons, that is, when fevers and other difor- 
ders are very prevalent ; and fully fufficient to pay a premium, to 
infure them their revenue in hard times. There has, however, been 
an objection made to this f{cheme by the infurers of lives: they pre- 
tend that if Government were to countenance fuch a diabolical fcheme, 
the moft pernicious confequences would infallibly refult to fociety. The 
new infurance would immediately enter into a league with Phyficians, 


Surgeons, and Apothecaries, to difpatch their patients fodner ; for which 
they 
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they would offer to compenfate them. A fagacious politician has, with 


uncommon penetration, fhewn, that the coalition is impoflible. Do 
you guefs why? Do you think it is the integrity of the profeffors of 
the curative art that afford the grounds of the argument to this fage 
lawgiver? No; he maintains, that the thing is impoflible; becaute, 
as every Briton calculates, it is not in the nature of things to perfuade 
the fons of Galen, that they can get more by killing their patients. No 
infurance-offlice, fays the calculator, could afford to give an equivalent 
for Phyfician’s fees and Apothecary’s boluffes. 

No wonder, then, that thefe iflanders are melancholy. How can it 
be otherwife, in a country where there are undertakers, who every 
moment threaten to cover you with earth. Sometimes, I am informed, 
there is fuch a contention between thefe gentlemen, that even during 
the life of a patient, they will come to beg to be employed by the dying 
man; and many atime have they made the febricitant relapfe when on 
the eve of recovery. A few months fince, there happened a very cu- 
rious accident of this kind. An undertaker came into the houfe of a 
gentleman; and finding him infenfible, and apparently dead, he with 
a loud voice proclaimed him gone, and aflerted, that from his expe- 
rience of fimilar cafes, he could aflure the byftanders, that if he was 
not buried immediately, a malignant and infeCtious fever might be the 
confequence. In the midft of his difcourfe, the furgeon came in, and 
by proper treatment faved the poor wretch from the claws of the dealer 
in men. What do you think of any clafs of men, who are by pro- 
feffion the enemies of mankind? There are many fuch in Europe. 
The care of burying the dead ought to be a general duty, not confined 
to a clafs of individuals who live folely by performing this unpleafant 
office for a premium. 

This clafs of men is pernicious in another point of view. It 
creates fuch luxury, that perfons in the middle ranks of life are ob- 
liged, by the fuperftitious prejudices of fociety, to fpend upon a rotten 
carcafe, that which might reli¢ve thoufands of induftrious and needy 
citizens. There has been laft year a great dearth of provifions; the. 
poor were ftarving, while the ftreets were crowded with coftly proceflions; 
ferving only to gratify the foolifh vanity of a rich widow, or an af- 
fluent heir. Far be it from me to inculcate, that the remains of thofe 
once dear to us ought to be treated with difrefpect. It is tormenting 
to fee the corpfe of a friend infulted; the fond remembrance of the 
departed companion is too frefh in the mind, and the fight of the cold 
form fuffices to aroufe our fentiments for that once animated body. I 
even think, that the repofitories of dead bodies ought to be immediately 
under the eye of the Legiflature. The tomb-ftone of a once great pa- 
triot may kindle in the breaft the enthufiafm that fired the hero. 

Another article of luxury, and a ftrong proof of the weaknefs of 
human nature, is the erecting of monuments. It is here the fafhion 
for men of property to build themfelves a Maufoleum ; and before it 
is finifhed, they lie down to try if their bodies will lie at eafe. Afto- 
nifhing coolnefs of mind! Is it not rather brutal infenfibility? O 
wretched device of vanity! they do not confider that the memory of 
the artift, not of the proprietor, is thus tranfmitted with admiration to 


pofterity ! They are not contented with this gratification of their whim- 
fical 
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fical folly, but, fearful that fociety fhould forget the-names of thofe who 
did nothing, they take care to have infcriptions written upon their 


tombs, in which the inclofed is generally praifed according to his 
withes. It is proftituting a moft wife inftitution : it is the nation that 





ought to erect monuments ‘to merit: fools only proclaim themfelves 


wife. Among the epitaphs I have found fome remarkable for their ab- 


furdity. The writers of them in general require but a {mall gratuity, 


and execute their work in proportion. ‘The Nobility, however, ufual- 
ly get fome good poet to write an eulogium upon a branch of the 
family ; and I have met with fome curious fpecimens of thefe compofi- 
tions.. The following is not among the leaft curious in point of ele- 
gance. It is copied verbatim. 


“ Here lies the Remains of 
‘* Ann Countefs of 
* Relict-of 
‘ William Earl of 
“ And Daughter of 
“ Alexander Duke of ——_ 
“ Obit 26 Funii A. D. 1791. 
“ Actatis fue 78. 


* And alfo her Son, 
“ The Hon. Alexander ———— 
* ‘Lord 
“ Obut 13 March 1792. 
“ Aetalis fui 53.” 


This is but-a fpecimen of fine compofition. I might fend you fome 
really fublime infcriptions of perfons who were but mere incumbrances 
to fociety. Let me warn you, left any European fhould deceive you 
by fhewing fome epitaphs of the Nobility, that the greateft number 
of perfons of this clafs have done little more in their life than to eat, 
to hunt, to fwear, to gamble, and to prattle, till God is pleafed to take 
them from this earth. 

CHAM-PI-PI THE SON. 


SS SS 





Erafmus’s Hints will be attended to. A Hottentot is received, as well as Cham- 


pi-pi’s other favour. Philo Lavator is come to hand. 





Sold by G. Muniz ayp Son, South Bridge, Edinburgh ; who receive Communica- 
tions for this Paper, poft paid, and addreffed to Mr Phantom. The Guost may 
alfo be had of Cameron AND Murpocn, Glafgow, and S. Murray, Ruffle] Court, 
London. 











